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sent a message to Colonel Miles, offering to seize CHAP.XXVI,
or destroy his superior, or to obey any orders that '
the British commander might dictate. The answer
of Colonel Miles was, that the British force was on
the point of advancing, and that the governor must
be arrested and confined till its arrival. This was
done, and Colonel Miles on arriving had only to
make the necessary dispositions for occupying the
fort, pettah, and all the defences. Colonel Miles
then moved forward to attack MerguL Here, after
about an hour's firing, the batteries were silenced
by the Company's cruizora, and the troops pro-
ceeded to land A party of the King's 89th then
advanced to the stockade through deep mud and
water, under a torrent of rain and a heavy fire from
the oncniy. As soon as ladders could be brought up
an escalade was undertaken, and the place imme-
diately carried, These services being performed,
Colonel Miles, leaving sufficient garrisons, with part
of the flotilla to protect the conquests on the coast,
returned to join the main force at Rangoon.
The operations on the frontier, it will be re-
memberodj were undertaken principally with a view
to defence. To a certain extent they were success-
ful, and the British authority was established over
a considerable portion of Assam. In Arracan its
interests were lass prosperous. A detachment,
under Captain Noton, had been left at Ilamoo to
watch the enemy in that quarter* It being re-
ported that the enemy were threatening a British
stockade at Rutnapulluing, Captain Noton, on the